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Also, in 2022, the CLWC planned a winery trip in the Shenandoah Valley of Virginia. Thirty-

One members attended.  Day one included the Cave Ridge Winery (wine tasting, tour, 

appetizers, dinner, and dessert wine at the double decker bus). Days Two and Three wineries 

(Kindred Pointe, Muse Vineyards, & Shenandoah Vineyards) were enjoyed, and the day ended 

with a group dinner. 

In 2023, there were many wine socials held in Cypress Landing. So far, 2024 has offered the 

monthly wine socials at the Bay Club and Marina Lounge/Patio.  On June 10, the annual wine 

social at the CL Golf Club was held with a putting contest.  A wine trip is planned in September 

to Charlottesville, VA, with two days of wine tasting and a group dinner.  Thirty wine club 

members will be participating.

If resident nonmembers are interested in joining the CL Wine Club, please email Jackie Douglas 

at cypresslandingwine@gmail.com. Also, in 2022, the CLWC planned a winery trip in the Shenandoah Valley of Virginia. Thirty-

One members attended.  Day one included the Cave Ridge Winery (wine tasting, tour, 

appetizers, dinner, and dessert wine at the double decker bus). Days Two and Three wineries 

(Kindred Pointe, Muse Vineyards, & Shenandoah Vineyards) were enjoyed, and the day ended 

with a group dinner. 

In 2023, there were many wine socials held in Cypress Landing. So far, 2024 has offered the 

monthly wine socials at the Bay Club and Marina Lounge/Patio.  On June 10, the annual wine 

social at the CL Golf Club was held with a putting contest.  A wine trip is planned in September 

to Charlottesville, VA, with two days of wine tasting and a group dinner.  Thirty wine club 

members will be participating.

If resident nonmembers are interested in joining the CL Wine Club, please email Jackie Douglas 

at cypresslandingwine@gmail.com. 
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Laura Staton Awarded Daughters of the American Revolution  

Medal of Honor 

By:  Dave Grahek

The Daughters of the American Revolution Medal of Honor is the most prestigious honor 

awarded by the DAR. It is presented to a man or woman who is a United States citizen by birth 

and has shown extraordinary qualities of leadership, trustworthiness, service, and patriotism. The 

recipient must have made unusual and lasting contributions to our American Heritage by truly 

giving of himself or herself to his or her community, state, the Country, and fellow man. 

Judy Fuller, Regent, Major Reading Blount Chapter of the DAR, could think of only one person 

deserving of this award and submitted her neighbor, Laura Staton.   
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Chocowinitudes - Chapter 23 

By: Tom McCluskey

Where do Paper Wasps Live?  Why in Paper Boxes of Course! 

The first sign something might be wrong in front of our home was when a neighbor who had 

graciously volunteered to drop an envelope off at our newspaper box suddenly took off in his 

vehicle as if he had just been shot out of a cannon; launched off the starting line at a drag strip.  

So, curious, I walked out to the street to see two black tire tracks that would have made my 

teenaged-self proud had I ever owned a car capable of laying down rubber as sweet as what now 

decorated our normally sleepy street.  What could have caused a late middle-aged man dropping 

off a registration form for a boating course to accelerate so quickly away from our newspaper 

box? Also, what was that pesky buzzing sound emanating from beneath our mailbox?  It was 

then I turned and crouched down to see hanging upside down inside our paper box what looked 

like a golf ball the size of a baseball covered with… …WASPS!!!!  
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I took off running up the driveway surrounded by a cloud of angry insects swarming around me 

as if I were the one who thrust the envelope into their newly constructed habitat.  In my mind I 

imagined them forming a perfect cartoon arrow behind me--only this was real!  It got even more 

real when I reached the door next to our garage which had swung closed and was LOCKED! As 

the wasps swarmed around me, I ran to the keypad next to the garage door.  I hurriedly punched 

in what I thought was the keycode. NO LUCK!  Dark shadows of large angry buzzing creatures 

flew past my head while I tried to punch in numbers that I only vaguely remembered while also 

trying to move every part of my distinctly non-limber personage so as to afford no safe landing 

zone upon which a wasp could land and sting.  First try:  No luck.  I was surrounded by cartoon 

arrows, and they were closing in fast. 

At this point in the story, it is worth noting that unlike many bees, wasps are capable of stinging 

multiple times.  Even more remarkably, their stings emit a pheromone that attracts additional 

wasps and invites more aggressive behavior.   Once they bite you, their mates are incited into a 

frenzy and will sting you over and over again.  Paper wasps, common here in Cypress Landing, 
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Two of the woodpecker species we frequently see in our area provide 

a good example of this.

  

Common Flicker (Colaptes auratus)

Besides the bird’s physical description and habitat requirements, the 

Book of Birds states“The food habits of this bird are as such to 

recommend it for complete protection.” (The flicker seems to have a 

diet that consists mainly of wild fruits, like wild cherry, poison ivy, 

and hackberries, and insects, like ants and flies, so it’s a useful bird).

The Yellow-bellied Sapsucker (Sphyrapicus varius)  

This bird is described in the same way as the flicker, with the bird’s 

description and preferred habitat, but the last sentence couldn’t be 

more different from the flicker’s description. “The Yellow-bellied 

Sapsucker, unlike other Woodpeckers, thus does comparatively little 

good and much harm.” (Sapsuckers have a unique feeding style; they 

peck small holes in a horizontal line around tree trunks and large 

vines, feeding on the sap that flows out and the insects that get caught 

in it. This is, it seems, a problem for the forester).

Book of Birds reflects the attitude of its time, having been published 

only nine years after the passage of the Migratory Bird Treaty Act 

(MBTA) of 1918. 

Migratory Bird Treaty Act

The MBTA is one of the oldest wildlife protection laws in the country 

and has saved many millions, if not billions, of migratory birds. Its 

Waterfowl (ducks, geese, and swans), although migratory, have long 

been exempted by the MBTA, as are two of the sandpipers (Wilson’s 

Snipe and American Woodcock) and several of the rails (Clapper, 

King, Sora, and Virginia), all of which are considered game birds. 

The common perception of hawks and eagles was also poor, to say the 

least, and sometimes outright hostile; the eagles, especially, were 

depicted as insatiable predators, carrying off livestock and human 

babies. In 1972, an amendment to the MBTA finally added protection 

for additional families of birds, including eagles, hawks, owls, jays, 

and crows, among others, with more species added since.

In reading through the old field guide, it’s not lost on me just how 

fortunate we are to have this regulatory framework firmly in place, 

and how relevant it is today. It also allows us to look back in time, 
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Beaufort County Happenings 

By:  County Commissioner John Rebholz 

 

So, what is going on in the County? I really need to get Tom McCluskey to write this so humor 

would permeate each paragraph. 

I did have the opportunity to present what Beaufort County is doing to address our lack of 

affordable housing for young professionals and skill trades members. It was interesting because 

my fellow panelists were from Mecklenburg (Charlotte), Wake (Raleigh) and Buncombe 

(Ashville). Those Counties had departments dedicated to housing.  I joked, “The residents of 

Beaufort only have little-old-me.”   

Over the last three months, the Board of Commissioners has been focused on three things. 

First: The School Board request to allow them to apply for a Lottery Grant to build a 

new school. While other Counties have taken advantage of these Grants, we have not. 

Successfully passing the funding would allow our District to replace two of our oldest 

and most expensive schools and combine them. The Lottery fund would provide $40 

million while the county would be required to match with $10 million.  (The cost of 

construction certainly has gone up!)
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That’s a wrap for our SPRING 2024 B&G update. Enjoy the summer, 

everyone! 
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A second well-attended program in April was a presentation by Dr. Jason 

Raupp, an ECU professor specializing in maritime history and maritime 

archaeology.  His opening tale of the unique "Cypress Landing Schooner", 

discovered in the early 1990s before our community was developed, claimed

our attention.  Through a talk on the history of Washington and the Pamlico 

River from the 1700s to the 1920s, he explained how historical maritime 

businesses in Washington played a key role in understanding the city’s 

past. We learned how the lumber, shipbuilding, and oyster harvesting 

industries made for a once-thriving Washington waterfront.  We could hear 

the enthusiasm in Dr. Raupp’s voice as he told those tales of Washington 

history, including the shipwrecks there and around Castle Island. Our thanks 

to him and the ECU Maritime Studies Program for all they do in uncovering 

and preserving our local history.

On May 19th, C&E brought to the community an outdoor concert enjoyed by 

many. It was a fun and memorable evening of song by the popular duo from 

Oriental, Hoff 'n' Finch. Mark Hoff and Scott Finch, using

vocals, piano, guitar, and ukulele, entertained us with a well-played 90-

minute set of music.  From Simon & Garfunkel's "Homeward Bound" to The 

Doors' "Light My Fire" to The Beatles' "Eleanor Rigby" and all the good 

songs in between we know and love, including a little Sinatra and Johnny 

Cash, Mark and Scott captured the enduring spirit of the 60s and 70s.  We 

heard the music, we felt the vibe, and we loved every minute!
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Each of us should learn and/or refresh our CPR skills. We should know where the Automated 

External Defibrillators (AEDs) are located within our community and not be afraid of using 

them.

# Location Type
1 Fitness Center – Archway between Cardio & Weight 

Rooms
Cardiac Science Powerheart 
AED G3

2 Marina Lounge – Inside on East Wall Cardiac Science Powerheart 
AED G3

3 Bay Club Upstairs - Main Room by Kitchen Cardiac Science Powerheart 
AED G3

4 Bay Club Pool – Under cover on poolside of bathrooms Cardiac Science Powerheart 
AED G3

5 Pickleball Courts – Short pole beside gazebo Physio Control Lifepak CR2
6 Tennis Courts – Mounted on backside of glass bulletin 

board between Courts 2&3
Cardiac Science Powerheart 
AED G3

7 Golf Course Pro Shop – Behind counter Phillips HS1, M507A

Check Escapades for details on signing up for upcoming CPR and AED Training. Take a few 

minutes to watch the video link below to familiarize yourself with how many of our AEDs are 

used. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e2W7X5y5HG8

Remember …MINUTES Matter!

 

P I C K L E B A L L P I C K L E B A L L

Minutes Matter

By:  Katherine Hoelscher and Robert Moore

We have all joked about “Cypress Landing Time’’(that phenomenon of showing up at least 15 

minutes before the scheduled start of any meeting or event, or 30 minutes if food or drink is 

involved). Minutes matter in Cypress Landing, and minutes really matter when one of our 

friends or neighbors collapses.

Cardiac arrests often happen without warning. Signs of cardiac arrest include a sudden collapse

and loss of consciousness, being unresponsive to shouting or shaking, gasping for air or not 

breathing, and lack of a pulse. According to the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and 

Prevention, over 356,000 out-of-hospital cardiac arrests occur in the U.S. each year—an average 

of more than 1,000 each day. Cardiac arrest differs from a heart attack, which occurs when a

blockage prevents blood from reaching the heart. Only about ten percent of people who suffer 

an out-of-hospital cardiac arrest survive. A critical factor to improving this statistic is early

activation of the Chain of Survival outlined below.
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CYPRESS LANDING REAL ESTATE SCOREBOARD
YEAR
2018
2019
2020
2021

2023
2024 THRU 3/31

HOMES SOLD
56
54
65
59

33
8

LOTS SOLD
15
24
20
25

14
2

BUILD PERMITS
10
13
7

15

12
1

2022 41 29 16
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The summer at Cypress Landing Golf Club (CLGC) 
is progressing well, despite the mid-summer heat. 
Following exceptionally good spring months with 
increased play from members, group outings, and 
non-member play, the July and August heat is upon 
us and play has decreased somewhat, but still within 
expectations.

We are now realizing the revenue increases from 
outside play we expected after engaging Billy Casper 
Golf (BCG) to manage the operation of CLGC.  At this 
juncture BCG, through their marketing programs to 
increase revenue by increasing play and their buying 
power with national accounts to save operating costs, is 
the key to our future.

June brought us a new Board of Governors for 
CLGC.  Having served their three-year terms, Andy 
Schleifstein, Andrea Holloway, and Bill Staton were 
succeeded by Carol Hornaday, Charlie Moore, and 
Bob Pappagianopoulos.  They joined returning board 
members Chris Smith, Larry Howard, and me.  Andy, 
Andrea, and Bill will certainly be missed; however, 
Carol, Charlie and Bob bring a wealth of knowledge and 
experience to this year’s BOG.

 This summer we continue to realize the advantages 
of having BCG employee Jeremy Shadle as our Golf 
Professional and General Manager, Stanley Elliot as 
our Greens Superintendent and Barbara Wilkens as 
our Business Manager.  Each of them does outstanding 
work in their fields of expertise.  In June, BCG added 
Rachel Smith to their staff as the Grill Manager.  She 
has outstanding credentials, is energetic and has a 
pleasant disposition.  We know she will do well, and we 
encourage the entire community to visit our grill and 
support Rachel and the Golf Club.

We recently announced a “capital assessment” to 
our members.  These funds can only be used for capital 
expenditures, as opposed to operating expenditures.  
There exist two budgets, an operating budget and 
a capital budget.  BCG manages the “operational 
budget” while CLGC manages the “capital budget”.  The 
operating budget is proposed by BCG and approved 

by the BOG, with input from their Budget and Finance 
Committee and the HOA oversight committee.  The 
capital budget is built by the CLGC Budget and Finance 
Committee, reviewed by the HOA oversight committee 
and approved by the BOG.

Beginning in 2016, HOA dues were increased, with 
a portion of those dues dedicated to assisting the CLGC 
for capital expenditures used for repair or replacement 
only.  The funds are released by the HOA upon CLGC 
making a request, based on the purpose of the 
expenditure.  In consideration for the HOA contributions 
to the golf club, CLGC representatives stated the golf 
club will contribute more to paying capital expenses by 
assessing members.  These funds are retained by CLGC 
in an account and can be used for any capital expenses 
approved by the BOG.

These capital funding arrangements have served 
us well for four years.  We have been able to maintain 
our course in excellent playing condition and all the 
additional property in satisfactory condition.  Some 
of the significant capital spending during this time 
includes: 

Utility vehicle - $11,000    Irrigation pumps - $45,000
Tractors - $37,000    Range cart - $9,000
Spreader - $8,000    Trap rakes - $16,000
Grill equipment - $8,000    Range picker - $2500
Backhoe - $8200    Cooler - $3900
HVAC maint. - $4300    Ceiling tiles - $9,000
Club cars - $20,000    Triplex mowers - $67,000
Root cutting - $5,000

Pending expenses for the remainder of this 
year are about $85,000, with the two major items 
being significant drainage work, beginning in August, 
and completion of a new chemical storage building.  
Each year the BOG will evaluate the need for capital 
assessments.

Remember to review our financial reports, monthly 
meeting minutes, and other items of interest on our 
web site.  Enjoy our fine facilities at the Cypress Landing 
Golf Club the remainder of the summer and look 
forward to a beautiful fall.  

By Ben Miller, President, Cypress Landing Golf Club

As a side note, we hired a contractor to recover lost golf balls in our ponds. They recovered over 

24,000 balls and they issued the Course a check for $2,400! 

We have been able to put $75,000 into our Golf Course Reserves so far this year.

The Golf Course Committee includes Bill Leckemby (Chair), Bill Davis (Vice-Chair), Dick 

Puricelli (Treasurer), Brenda Ihle, and Eric Johnson. These individuals will continue to maintain 

oversight of the Golf Course operations, and work with Bobby Jones Links (BJL) staff to 

maintain and improve the Course and its offerings to the community and surrounding areas.  



How Did These Two Cypress Landing Residents Debut at CARNEGIE HALL? 

By:  Pat Wheelock

PRACTICE!  PRACTICE!  PRACTICE!

Tim Fulcher and Pat Wheelock performed in the famed Carnegie Hall, NYC on May 25, 2024.  

Practicing on Tuesday evenings in Greenville with the Greenville Choral Society prepared them for this 

once in a lifetime honor.  Singing in a mass choir of 150 voices and accompanied by a NYC professional 

orchestra was the highlight of their five days stay in the Big Apple. 

The Greenville Choral Society is an auditioned chorus fostering excellence in the art of choral singing 

and provides music education and cultural enrichment for its members and the community at large.  Pat, 

a retired music educator and church musician, has been a member for the past 20 years and welcomes 

the opportunity to perform the works of the great choral masters.  Her recent opportunity to perform on 

the Carnegie Hall stage was made even more special by the attendance of her New Jersey family and 

their support of her accomplishments.  


